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IT WAs e THAT

Climbers Expect the Zmutt Glacier
This Year the Body of Its

Most Famous Victim Lord

Francis

pam
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London May 12

N THE hope that the slowly moving

I Zmutt glacier may this year yield
up the long entombed body of one

of Its mcst famous victims Lady
Florence Dixie has published a letter
appealing to aU Alpine climbers who
may the vicinity to keep a sharp

the corpse of her brother
Lord Francis Douglas who perished
there forty years ago In the descent
from the summit of the Matterhorn

i UUWllAlBUiIiUln6 l
experts declare that if discovered it will

te sound in an excellent state of preser
vation practically embalmed in ire and
will be easily recognizable

It was during the first attempt to mas
tersr the Mattcrhorn that the terrible
tragedy occurred which caused the
death of three out of the four Intrepid
adventurers who had lly ac
complished the feat and one of their
guides The fourth member of the
party Edward Shympcr still survives
and Is one of the most renowned of
mountain climbers The first
on record was made on July 14 1S55

After resting at the summit for an hour
and exulting In the knowledges that
had accomplished something that no
men in the world had ever succeeded In
Going before the little party started to
descend They had three guiles with
them and one of th se Michael Croz of
Chamounlx after placing the feet of
Mr Hadov in the niches which he had
cut turned to go a step lower He either
missed his footing was knocked over
by Mr Hadows falling There was a
shrink of horror and then the two glid
ed down the slope pulling after them
first the Rev Charles Hudson and then
Lord Frances Douglas both of whom
were tied to the same rope

Mr Whymper and the two
guides had just time to plant themselves
firmly when the shock came The rope
which would also have drawn them to
death snapped
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< For two or three seconds says Mr
AVymper in his account of the disaster

we saw our unfortunate companions
sliding downward on their backs and
spreading out their hands endeavoring to
save themselves then they disappeared
one by one and fell from precipice to
precipice on to the glacier below a dis
tance of 4000 feet

And in the frigid embrace of the
glacier from that day to this the body
of Lord Francis has remained No
trace of It was ever discovered beyond
portion of one sleeve The other three
bodies were recovered and buried At
a rate of speed which admits of almost
exact mathematical calculation the
glacier has since been steadily descend
lug and this year that portion of it on
which the Alpinists fell should reach
the valley It is that which led Lady
Florence Dixie to ask all who may be
visiting Zmutt this summer to be on
the watch for it

I was a very little child when the
accident in question occurred says
Lady Florence in her letter but
call the fact that my brother expressed
a wish before leaving for the Alps that
If he should be killed and his remains
recovered he should be buried on the
spot

Former Recoveries
The tragic fate of her brother did hot

check the development of an equally ad
venturous spirit In Lady Florence She
has bets In perils often of her own
seeking As far back as 1878 she ex
plored tha unknown wastes of Pata
gonia and a few years later found her
acting as a war correspondent in the
earlier Boer war

Calculations such as those which point
to this year favoring the recovery of
the body of the unfortunate young Eng
lishman have proven true on a similar
ocasion In 1820 two Englishmen and
a Russian with seven guides attempt
ed the ascent of Mont Blanc An ava
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expected to spend a deal more money
than Uncle Sam pays him in maintain
ing the dignity of his position But
lacking other qualifications among a
people HO peculiarly sensitive as the
Italians the command of wealth would
only serve to advertise an American
ambassadors unfitness for the role un
dertaken by him How well Mr Meyer
has made money servo the higher pur
poses of his mission may be inferred
from the fact that for five years his
home has been the center of American
life In Rome and the most popular
house in diplomatic and fashionable cir
cles Italians love beauty and charm
Mr Meyer has the latter in an un
usual degree and Mrs Meyer the for
mer her magnificent figure and golden
hair making her one of the most notice
able persons In any room which she
enters t

The King and Queen already favor
ably disposed toward Americans were
not long in discovering after Mr and
Mrs Meyer had established themselves
at the Palazzo Brancacclo that a new
element in the amity of nations and the
enjoyment of society had appeared and
showed them so many signs of favor
as almost to arouse jealousies

Those Americans have everything
one old ambassador the way
His wife was noted for her unamiabll
ity not only have they money
with them and wit but beautiful
into the bargain And thus the Meyer
family went from success to success in
the meantime bringing out their two
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a sharp slope of two hundred feet and
tossed live of the guides Into one o f the
glacier crevasses One the five was
saved by a long barometer strapped to
his back in such a to bridge
the crevasse and held him suspended
until assistance arrived The alpen
stock of another saved its owner in the
same way Three men were lost in the
depths of the great glacier

Dr Forbes the English geologist
made several excursions to the Mont
Blanc region and minutely studied the
movements of glaciers about that time
During one visit he completed his es
timates of the velocities of several Swiss
glaciers and the belief that
the glacier w hich had swallowed the
three men would deliver Its dead at the
foot of the mountain within thirtyfive
or possibly forty years

JJ

After Many Years
This Molochiike glacier the Glacier

des Bossons acted precisely as Dr
Forbes predicted and In 1861 1S63 and
1SG5 it yielded up the remains of three
of the unfortunate men who were j
respectively fortyone forty three and
fortyfive years previously

While all were lost in the same cre
vasse at the same time the difference
in time is accounted for from the fact
that the middle of the glacier moves
with greater rapidity than does the
sides In some manner the bodies of
two of the guides had been jcstled by
the great ice river toward its edges
while the remains In the middle wore
yielded up several years before the oth
ers

Glaciers are very old centenarians
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daughters who are only a little less
popular than their parents

The embassy quarters In Rome are
very modest consisting of a suite of
four rooms comfortably furnished in
walnut and something green heated
comfortably and having an atmosphere
of opulent activity thoroughly American
One of the ministers of the late cabinet
remarked one day

I have never been in the United
States but I know exactly what it is
like the American embassy is a little
bit of that interesting country transport
ed Into our ancient Rome

If the embassy is American the
American representatives home In the
Palazzo Brancacclo Is Italy pure and
simple When in Rome do as Romans
do has been taken to heart by Mr
Meyer with the result that his quar
ters are in a palace of the best type
which moreyer is owned by an Ameri
can

The Princess Brancaccio was a Miss
Field of New York ami finding her hus
bands heirlooms and priceless antique
treasures scattered about in various
places she gathered them all together
and brought them to Rome Mr Meyer
leased the immense first flour of her
palace which communicates with the
most beautiful garden in Rome The
staircase is regal In its splendid sim
plicity being a sweep of easy steps In
white marble with a couple of turns
carpeted In re d and the walls hung with
priceless antique tapestries

Mr Meyer is known to the general
d
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every one of them It is difficult for
the householder who finds especially
in summer time his supply of ice
dwindle with rapidity to believe that
the snow wIVich falls on the Coldu
Geant for instance is 120 years
when it arrives at the lower ex
tremity of the Glacier des Bois It is
by the simplest mathematics that this
information is learned Observation
phd measurpimonts of yearly movements
are taken tile length of the route trav
ersed and the rest Is

iS iJ

Not Always Cruel
ThTe wya little remaining of the

three gu jdcy whose relics were given
up in tile years mentioned for the
grinding of tile great mass of ice against
the rocky walls of the valley is too tre
mendous for anything to withstand suc

However glaciers are not al
ways so cruel to their victims and in
1S60 a very slowly moving glacier In the
Austrian Alps which flows in the Ahren
thal threw out a wellpreserved corpse
still clad in a dress the ancient fashion
of which had been abandoned by the
mountaineers for centuries

Some of the observations which have
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public principally through his invariable
presence at the fox hunt where he fol
lows the hounds and the frequency with
which he ppears In his red 24 horse
power moto car which bears him about
the streets rwlftly and safety which is
due to his prudence quite as much as to
the skill of hi a chauffeur This same mo
tor car togither with the language which
Is his are links which binds
him to the friendship of the King Vie
tor Emanuel loves the English tongue
and he loves sport He has often In
vited Mr Meyer to take a scat in the
royal automobile while his ma jesty has
two or three times accepted a seat in
his turn In Mr Meyers car Its owner
being at the helm Mr Meyer displays
no nervousness on these occasions but
Ills chauffeur has confessed that he was
glad not in his masters shoes

On one of these trips the ambassador
was an involuntary lawbreaker having
to give way to force majeure They
started a ost imposing sight the big
red automobliu surrounded by the Kings
four bicyclists and followed by other
cars with the Kings aides and a gentle
man the household well within the
speed limit but the ambassador was
soon aware that something was wrong
his royal companion i ot seeming qu ite
happy However etiquette did not per
mit of bin asking questions and he
cudgeled his brains for the reason in si
lence Presently his majesty said

i What Uo you say to advantage
I

o f this magnificent stretch of road
The ambassador replied that they were
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to the calculations upon which i
the belief that Lord FrancI

Douglas body will be recovered
may be mentioned briefly The
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only just within the speed limit and thit
the bicyclists were already having all
they could do to keep up

The bicyclists echoed the King as
though he had never heard of them be
fore Oh they must look out for them
selves

But I thought they were here to look
out for your majesty ventured Mr
Moyer

This is a better guard was the re
ply as the King put his hand in his
pocket and drew out a deadlylooking
small revolver this I know how to
use and will too If the necessity
arises

That was quite enough Mr Meyer
after that cheerfully broke the laws
of Italy in the company of the King
of that country arriving at the royal
hunting lodge half an hour quicker than
Victor Emanuel had ever done before
On the way back the King said gravely

Mr Meyer you utica broken the laws
of my kingdom it is my duty to have
you denounced to the police this will
give rise to a diplomatic incident and
you will be recalled The ambassador
almost lost control of the machine he
was so startled but a twinkle In Victor
Emanuels eye was sufficient and his
only reply was to put on more speed

In the hunting field which In Rome is
stiff to the last degree Mr Meyer di
vides the honors with M Barrere the
Freriah ambassador They always fol
low the hounds but the latter is alone
while Mr Meyer is usually accompanied
by his two daughters who are as much
at home on horseback as their father
which Is saying a great deal
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may appear tr ivial in themselves and
they are but the observation of the In
finitiUiintal has the foundation of
much scienllflr truth Saussure ascend
ed Mont Blanc In 17SS and at the foot
of the Aiguille Noire he left a ladder In
Ifc32 the ladder was found in the lacier
at a distance of 14271 reet The
had therefore descended at a rate of
over 32L feet a yiJar or nearly eleven
inches a day A knapsack fell Into the
crevasse of glac of 1836

and was found to have traveled even
faster having at anod an average an
nual movement of 420 feet or nearly
fourteen Inches In the twenty four
hours
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First Man to Reach

Calculations from observations such
as these at least prove movement and
permit the assumption o f a yearly
age of journeying although they show
that each glacier has its characteristic J
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movement and that the gait varies
with each

The expectations of this year recall
the feat previously regarded as impos
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sible forty years ago by Ed
ward his j who were
the first to reach the summit of the
Matterhorn The terrible accident In
whic young Lor d Francis Douglas and
three others lost their lives occurred
during the descent Alpine victims be
come yearly more numerous but forty
years ago the accident shocked all Eu
rcpe for the death toll of the Alps
was more Infrequently collected then
than now

After the terrible fall of Lord Francis
and his companions the survivors made
their way as best they could to the tot
of the mounta in The guide old Peter
Taugwalder and his son with Mri
Whymper had escaped became almost
paralyzed with fear and had it not
been for the strong will of Whyrajperi
he and the others might have sharecTtna
fate of those who fell to death

The old guide Taugwalder was ever
after accident under suspicion
Whymper who had cut off the end of
the parted rope was able to testify
that old Peter hid not cut It before the
accident However resting under the
terrible suspicion of his neighbors who
had the greatest admiration for the skill
of Michael Gras the xuide who
lest with the others the old man be
came practically demented There Was

official but what it showScE
has never been given to the world

Believed Unassailable
For years the most majestic peak of

the Alps had been believed unassailable
by man rising as it does 4000 feet
above the crest o the mountain mid
11800 fet above sea level The peak
on qne side Is a sheer wall of rock
rising about threequarters of a mile
above surrounding mountains Va
rious had been the attempts to reach
Its summit among them at attempt by
Tyridali Wbymper had made seven
previous trials before his great ac hieve
ment What would have been an oc
casion of great was turned
into one of sadness by the cruet accl
dent durIng the descent All In the
party excepting Mr Hadow who was
mountaineering for the first time had
had experience even Lord Francis
Douglas who was only about nineteen
years old had spent several seasons in
the great mountains and was accredit
ed an expert in mountain climbing

TOO SUDDEN

Will Jenkins has proposed
What that duffer
Why I never thought him a duffer

He proposed
Last night I suppose Hes certainly

got his nerve But he cant have you I
want you myself Say dear will you
marry me

Why Jack how sudden you are Bu t
of I will

Thats right Jenkins can go to them

What have you got against Mr Jen
kins dear

His proposal to you the big
But dear he did not propose mar

riage He proposed that we get up a
picnic Houston Post

Whymper and partY
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REGRETS THE DEPARTURE OF PuzzleROME AMBASSADOR The
Rome May 6

S THE American Ambassador at
St Petersburg George von
Legerke Meyer will occupy a
much more difficult position

than the one which he has so success
fully filled here Russia is the land
of trouble and at any time the Ameri
can representative there may be re
quired to engage in negotiations necessi
tating the highest diplomatic skill to
bring them to a successful issue That
Mr Meyer will prove equal to whatever
demands arc made upon his talents and
tact is the opinion of all who are fa
miller with his career hero But Roman

regrets his departure
ins transference from the diplomatic

calm of the Eternal City to the
Russian capital Is regarded hero as a
wollmerited recognition of his fitness
for tIle post He came here with a
reputation as a shrewd business man
who knows how to make money which
is not regarded as a special recommenda
tion in aristocratic Italian circles with
Old World notions of the vulgarity of

trade Now many of these same aris
tocrats are wondering what are the pe
culiar conditions of American commer
cial lire which enable a man like Mr
Mayer while accumulating a fortune to

acquire culture courtesy dignity charm
Qf Banner in short all those evidences
Of good breeding which are supposed
to be the peculiar heritage of people of

exalted hereditary rank
Of course money counts for much

with in American ambassador whois
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Continued front Page Four
into his power proceeded under

threats of exposure to levy blackmailupon them Mr Alec however was a
dangerous man to play games of that
sort with It was a stroke of positive
genius on his part to see in the burglary
scare which was convulsing the country
side an opportunity of plausibly getting
rid of the man whom he feared Will
lam was decoyed up and shot and had
they only got the whole of the note
and paid a little more attention to de
tail in their accessories It is very pos

that suspicion might never have
been aroused

And the note I asked
Sherlock Holmes placed the subjoined

paper before us

ible

I

them

b

¬

¬

¬

It is very much the sort of thing that
I expected said he Of course we do
not yet know what the relations may
have been between Alec Cunningham
William KIrWan and Annie Morrison
The result shows that the trap was s
fully Baited I am sure that you cannot
fail to be delighted with the traces of
heredity shown In the ps and in the
tails of the gs The absence of the
idots In the old mans writing Is also
most characteristic Watson I think
our rest In the country has been
a distinct success and I shall certainly
return much invigorated to Baker street
tomorrow
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